[The trends of Vibrio parahaemolyticus foodborne outbreaks in Tokyo: 1989-2000].
The total number of foodborne outbreaks due to Vibrio parahaemolyticus in Tokyo during the last 12 years between 1989 and 2000 were 710. The number of outbreaks in a year was 55 in 1989, 75 in 1990, and there was a gradual decrease to 24 outbreaks in 1993 which was the smallest number during those 12 years. After 1994, the number of outbreaks increased dramatically year by year until 1998 (107 outbreaks). Then they had decreased slightly to 74 in 1999, 65 in 2000. The monthly incidence of V. parahaemolyticus foodborne outbreaks showed a peak in August (44.2%) each year. In the last 12 years, 88.7% of V. parahaemolyticus foodborne outbreaks occurred during the 3 months between July and September, while 99.9% occurred between June and October. The most prevalent serotype of V. parahaemolyticus also changed, the most prevalent was O4:K4 in 1989, O4:K8 in both 1990 and 1991, O1:K56 in 1992, and O4:K8 from 1993 through 1995. Serotype O3:K6 became the most prevalent in 1996 and has remained so to date. In addition, the new serotype O4:K68 had also appeared in 1998. The number of outbreaks due to serotype O4:K68 followed that of O3:K6. Thus, the trends of V. parahaemolyticus foodborne outbreaks during the last 12 years in Tokyo showed various characteristics and dramatic changes in causal organisms.